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Abstract

In light of modern communication technologies and the
widespread use of electronic media, the world has become an
open community in which individuals may become detached
from the places and values that shape their identities.
However, this does not diminish the importance of one's

history, civilization, and homeland. Accordingly, this study

examines the historical, civilizational, cultural, religious, and
aesthetic values of Iraq and its cities through the perspective
of the "Other" in Andalusian Arabic poetry. It adopts the
poetry of the renowned Andalusian vizier, philosopher, and
man of letters, Lisan al-Din Ibn al-Khatib (713-776 AH /
1313-1374 CE), as its primary corpus. His poetry reflects
profound admiration for Iraq, celebrating its glorious past
and illustrious landmarks. He employs Iraq as a rich poetic
symbol, referring to Iraq itself, Baghdad, Mosul, Basra, the
Euphrates, the Tigris, Babylon, Karbala, and numerous other
Iraqi geographical landmarks. His careful depiction of the
distinctive characteristics of these places demonstrates his
deep appreciation of Iraq, despite the fact that, according to
historical accounts, he never visited the country. This, in
turn, highlights Iraq's prominent status and the far-reaching
influence of its civilization, which extended even to al-

Andalus. The study investigates the extent of Ibn al-Khatib's

admiration for Iraq by analyzing the historical, cultural,
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political, and religious significance of Iraqi geographical

references in his poetry. It also examines the artistic,

linguistic, rhetorical, and rhythmic dimensions of their poetic
use. Finally, the study demonstrates how exploring Iraqi
geographical references in Andalusian poetry can help
confront the sense of alienation fostered by the digital age,

encourage a renewed attachment to our homeland and

history, and strengthen Iraqis' sense of national belonging
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