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This study aimed to identify the motives behind the use of
children with special needs on social media platforms and to
explore the reasons that drive families or other parties to
present these children through digital platforms. The study
also sought to determine the most commonly used social
networking platforms in this context and to examine the
social, psychological, and ethical implications resulting from
such practices. Furthermore, the study aimed to clarify the
role of social media in providing both material and moral
support to children with special needs and their families, as
well as its contribution to enhancing social interaction and
community integration. The research population consisted of
individuals who use children with special needs on social
media platforms in the city of Sulaymaniyah in (2026). The
research sample included five families with children with
special needs, in addition to presenting the study findings to
a specialized social researcher working in schools and
centers for children with autism. The study adopted a
purposive random sampling approach in order to obtain in-
depth information regarding the experiences of families and
their interactions with social media platforms. The study
relied on both the descriptive method and the case study
approach due to their effectiveness in accurately describing
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and analyzing the phenomenon under investigation. Two
primary data collection tools were employed: interviews and
observation. Structured interviews were conducted with the
participating families and included questions related to the
use of social media, the motives behind presenting children
online, ethical concerns associated with privacy and consent,
and the nature of the support received by children and their
families. Observation was also used to monitor behaviors and
social interactions related to children with special needs
during the field study. Regarding statistical methods, the
study mainly depended on qualitative descriptive analysis of
interviews and field observations. This was achieved through
analyzing participants' responses and deriving findings
related to the objectives of the study, without relying on
complex quantitative statistical tests, due to the small sample
size and the qualitative nature of the research. The findings
of the study revealed that children with special needs are
significantly exploited on social media platforms, often for
purposes related to fame or obtaining financial and emotional
support. The results also indicated that parents are the
primary individuals responsible for displaying children on
these platforms, particularly on Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok, and Snapchat. Moreover, the findings confirmed
that social media may sometimes contribute to providing
psychological and social support for families and enhancing
communication with other families experiencing similar
circumstances. However, this is accompanied by numerous
ethical concerns, including violations of privacy,
cyberbullying, and psychological harm to children. The
study further emphasized the importance of raising
community awareness and establishing legal and ethical
regulations to protect children with special needs from
exploitation on social media platforms
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