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The study of women’s representation in historical sources
constitutes a critical field of inquiry, as it reveals a complex
interplay between social reality and historiographical
construction. Such representations do not necessarily mirror
historical realities; rather, they often reflect the author’s
perspective, as well as the cultural and political milieu in
which the text was produced. This dynamic is particularly
evident in the case of Mongol women as depicted in Islamic
historical sources, where representations vary significantly
in accordance with the historians’ positionalities and their
direct or indirect experiences with the Mongols.

The rise of the Mongols in the seventh century AH /
thirteenth century CE marked a profound Js~3 in the
trajectory of Islamic history, closely associated with
extensive campaigns of conquest and violence. These &Y
exerted a lasting influence on the formation of historical
consciousness among contemporary chroniclers, shaping
both the tone and content of their narratives. Within this
context, the works of Ibn al-Athir, al-Juwayni, and Rashid al-
Din al-Hamadhani occupy a central position as key sources
on Mongol society. Nevertheless, the representation of
women in these texts remains uneven in terms of depth,
clarity, and analytical scope, thereby raising important

542


mailto:badaa.talib.com@utq.edu.iq
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-1559-0652

2026 [ Jsii [ 24 sl [ 6 alaall [ Juagal) dnals [ diludy) aglell du 3l dlae

questions regarding the nature, boundaries, and underlying
determinants of such portrayals.

In accordance with the study’s objectives and
methodological framework, the research is structured into
four principal sections. The first section provides a critical
biographical overview of Ibn al-Athir, al-Juwayni, and
Rashid al-Din al-Hamadhani, alongside an examination of
their historiographical sources. The second section analyzes
the representation of Mongol women in the works of Ibn al-
Athir. The third section examines this representation in
Tarikh-i Jahangusha by Ata-Malik al-Juwayni. The fourth
section explores the depiction of Mongol women in the

writings of Rashid al-Din al-Hamadhani.
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